Who’s My Neighbor

January 3rd, 2010


Break the Ice!


Describe your worst experience with a roommate or neighbor?

Observations!


Read the story out loud and all the way through in Luke 10:25-37. Identify the characters of the story! 

Talk it over!

1.) What is the lawyer’s motivation for asking the two questions in verses 25-29?


2.) What specific details do we know about the man in verse 30? Why so few? 


3.) Observe that those who passed by the beaten man were also experts in the law much like the lawyer. This indicates a few things. First, the “priest” and the “Levite” would not want to touch the man because he was beaten and they had strict rules regarding religious purity. And/or the man was a foreigner in which their tradition prohibited them from caring for this man. Now contrast the priest and Levite to the “Samaritan.” What was priority for the Samaritan, the man himself or religious tradition of purity?


 4.) Discuss the differences posed by the lawyer in verse 29, “who is my neighbor” and Jesus in verse 36, “which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers.” 

___________________________________________
Work it out!


Does Jesus have expectations of those of us who have eternal life? What are those expectations based on this parable? 


Who are the groups of people that are hardest to view as our neighbors? Are these standards based on external things (race, political, etc.) or internal things (image bearers of God)?


Is our church viewed as a neighbor in the valley? What is your vision for how it might look for TVC to truly be a neighbor in the valley?  


Based on the parable, what character qualities/actions define a neighbor?
