Introduction:
Former heavy-weight boxer James (Quick) Tillis is a cowboy from Oklahoma who fought out of Chicago in the early 1980s. He still remembers his first day in the Windy City after his arrival from Tulsa. "I got off the bus with two cardboard suitcases under my arms in downtown Chicago and stopped in front of the Sears Tower. I put my suitcases down, and I looked up at the Tower and I said to myself, 'I'm going to conquer Chicago.' "When I looked down, the suitcases were gone." 
Pride is one area of life that steals our love away from the Lord. Read the verse below.

“Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, love for the Father is not in them. 16For everything in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—comes not from the Father but from the world. 17The world and its desires pass away, but whoever does the will of God lives forever.” (1 John 2:15-17 cf: Deut 8:10-14)
Are you loyal to the world or loyal to the Lord? Where is your loyalty?

This study is a gut check. Most of us go through life thinking we are completely loyal to the Lord without giving it much thought. However, 1 John 2 says clearly that if we invest any time in the three categories of sin in verse 16 we do not love the Lord. This study is designed to take us deeper into the “pride of life” category that, like the lust of the flesh and eyes, steals our love away from the Lord. 
Take a few minutes to read through and answer the questions in the table on the back (next page). Use your spouse or a good friend who knows you to help you with the questions.

Do any of these questions really stand out to you? Why? Discuss it with the group. 
Purge the pride by practicing humility 

Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of low position. Do not be conceited. (Rom 12:16; cf: 1 Cor 15:10)
We can purge the pride in our life by making good decisions not to be proud. Another technique is to practice humility. We do this by accepting humiliation (not the demeaning form of humiliation but the form that allows us to do things we may not like doing or things that we are not good at). 

Some examples from the sermon: Cook dinner, clean the kitchen, do something someone else wants to do, go dancing, learn a foreign language, take a mission trip, serve in a church ministry that may be challenging.

What may be some other examples? 

What are some things personally you can do?

What are some things you can do together as a small group?
	Are your feelings hurt easily?
	Are you quick to judge other people on first appearance?

	Does it irritate you when people don’t agree with you?
	Are you usually more concerned with your needs and wants than the needs of people you are with?

	Does it really bother you when someone corrects your mistakes?
	If someone has hurt you or done you wrong in the past, do you hold bitterness and resentment against that person?

	Is it hard for you to admit mistakes?
	Do you seek praise for things over which you have no control (beauty, talents, abilities)?

	Do you think you are usually right and others are usually wrong?
	Do you feel offended or not appreciated when not given credit for something you have done?

	Do you find it hard to compromise?
	Do you often compete or compare yourself with someone else?

	Is it your way or no way?
	Are you always trying to do better or have more than some other particular person?

	Are you often stressed?
	Do you neglect seeking the help of God in Scripture and prayer and seeking the help of others in Christian accountability and community?

	Do you find yourself giving more criticisms than compliments?
	Do you see yourself as having eliminated most of the sin in your life or as having very little sin?

	Questions taken from: http://evangelicalvillage.wordpress.com/2009/09/22/are-you-prideful-symptoms-of-pride/


“Pride is so subtle that if we aren’t careful we’ll be proud of our humility. When this happens our goodness becomes badness. Our virtues become vices. We can easily become like the Sunday School teacher who, having told the story of the Pharisee and the publican, said, ‘Children, let’s bow our heads and thank God we are not like the Pharisee! (Paul Powell)











