Virtues of Stewardship: Thanksgiving

November 22th, 2009


Break the Ice!

Describe how you celebrated Thanksgiving in your household growing up.

Observations!


Read Ps 107 – Make a list of how many times the phrase “love endures,” “unfailing love” or “great love” appears. 


Section the Psalm off into the following parts; 4-9, 10-16, 17-22, 23-32. Label the following sections of the Psalm into…The Report of the Problem, The Deliverance of the Lord, The Response of the People, the Reason for Thanksgiving.

Talk it over!

1.) 4-9: Why were the people in this section thankful? Have you ever been without the basic necessities of life (food, shelter, etc.) that were not a result of a bad decision you made?


2.) 10-16: Who was responsible for making these people sit in “darkness and the deepest gloom?” Why were the people in this section thankful? If you are willing to share, describe a time in your life when you made a bad decision(s) that brought “darkness and deepest gloom.” How did it turn out?


3.) 17-22: Who was responsible for these becoming “fools?” If you are willing to share, what is the lowest point you have ever been in your life? How did it turn out? Notice in this section how these people went from near death (v. 18) to Joy (v.22). 


5.) 23-32: Who is responsible for these merchants plot? Describe a time in your life when you felt completely at wits end (v. 27), when you were completely helpless like these sailors on the sea. 

___________________________________________
Work it out!


What is the common response to all of these stories? Look at the following verses (v.6, 13, 19, 28). Is this our first response in trials?


The key to thankful living is when we are thankful no matter what circumstances we find ourselves. In 1 Thessalonians 5:18, Paul writes, "In everything give thanks for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus." How can we practically do this everyday?

