We Shall Overcome-Finding Hope in Hardship

1 Peter 4:12-19 - Suffering Christians


Not everyone is thrilled that you’re a Christian, so…
-Remember you’re loved (1 Peter 4:12)

(1) The word for ‘dear friends’ in Hebrew literally means “beloved.” What encouragement would these Christians find knowing God loves them amidst their suffering? What encouragement do you find in knowing that God’s love isn’t earned or lost based on your actions? What do you continually find yourselves doing in order to earn God’s love? You are beloved!!


*Temptation: To expect heaven on earth 

(3) If you have the mindset that everything is going to be great in your life once you accept Jesus as your Lord and Savior, what problems will you have when you experience trials or suffering?

-Look to your homecoming (1 Peter 4:13)

(4) Why is Peter’s command so remarkable?  What perspective is required to be able to find any reason to rejoice in the middle of suffering?


*Temptation: To take the short view 

(5) Read Romans 8:18.  Discuss the human temptation to see our life on earth as 
“all there is”.  Compare your thoughts to the truth this verse reveals.  

-Trust the Holy Spirit (1 Peter 4:14)

(6) What does verse 14 indicate occurs when you are insulted for the name of Christ?  

(7) What are some of the roles of the Holy Spirit in the believer’s life?
  

(8) How did Jesus endure all the suffering in his life?


*Temptation: To follow your instincts

(9) What is the human reaction to being hurt/judged/insulted?  What damage can be done 
if the Christian responds to suffering this way?

-Examine your life (1 Peter 4:15-17)

(10) One reason to suffer is from our own poor choices.  Is that commendable?  How is this type of suffering different from how Jesus suffered? 


*Temptation: To judge everyone else

(11) It’s easy to pursue retaliation when someone insults us?  BUT, if our goal ceases to be ‘people pleasing,’ because we know we’re loved and accepted by God, what does that free up the believer to do?

-Continue to serve (1 Peter 4:19, 1 Peter 2:12)
(12) Why would you sign up for a life filed with suffering like the one Peter writes about?  If you are a Christian but don’t have any unjust suffering in your life, what might that indicate?

� He is God, He changes hearts and minds, and He helps the believer live a life that he/she would be unable to otherwise


� Look up Matthew 3:16





