Virtues of Stewardship: Humility

Oct 25th, 2009


Break the Ice!

What is something that you would want to physically change about yourself? 
Observations!

Read Philippians 2:1-11

If you look at verses 6-11, what rights did Jesus give up?

Talk it over!
1.) What are our basic rights that we possess as humans, citizens, employees, etc…?  Now imagine giving all of those up completely! Jesus did! He gave up his right to live like God (v.6), to act like God (v.7), to look like God (v.8), and to be treated like God (v.8b).

2.) Paul says, “your attitude should be the same as that of Christ (v.5).” What is that attitude? Remember that Jesus gave up His divine prerogatives and became a slave/servant (v. 7). He was the only one on earth that had the right to have anything he wanted yet He never took advantage of that or claimed anything of his own. He gave up the right to live and act like God! A slave owned nothing! Jesus borrowed everything; a place to sleep, a boat, a room to eat, he borrowed a tomb, etc…Knowing that, what are some the rights that we hold onto at all cost? If we were to have the attitude like Christ, how would that effect the way we live?

3.) Jesus gave also gave up his right to look like God (v.7). It says in Isaiah 53 “he has no stately form or majesty that we should look upon him no appearance that we should be attracted to him.” He was an ordinary, run-of-the-mill Jewish man. He humbled himself even in appearance! What rights do we possess in our appearances? What rights do we need to give up in relation to our appearance or how we act based on appearances?

4.) We are not completely void of our rights, look at John 1:12, “Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name he gave the right to become children of God.” 
Work it out!

Once again it is an attitude! Having the right attitude takes practice and discipline and help from the Holy Spirit. The sermon gave a few practice points from Mahaney’s book, “Humility.” Read through the list and discuss how you can put the various bullets into practice.

*Follow the truth wherever it leads
*Seek godly correction and wisdom
*Learn from everyone

*Be quick to apologize


*Celebrate God’s grace in other people’s lives

*Cultivate an attitude of thanksgiving
*Exalt Christ’s name, not your own
* Grow in Scripture

*Laugh




*Sleep

