Virtues of Stewardship: Charity

Oct 18th, 2009


Break the Ice!

Icebreaker Question…

If you had a million bucks to give anyway you wanted, how would you give it?
Observations!

Read Philippians 4:10-23
Paul says, “I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation…” According to the context of the passage, what is that secret?

Talk it over!

Disclaimer: In no way are the following questions intended for us to give up our fun. They are intended, by contrast, to help us give more sacrificially!

1.) Paul talks about a concern for others in verse 10. A genuine concern for others is the basis by which we give charity. For what things in life do you possess a genuine concern? Two other poor reasons to give charity are because we must (motivated by guilt) and because we will get (motivated by selfishness). Describe a time in your life when either of these two motivations were the cause of your giving charity.
2.) List the top five material items, other than your house, that you love the most! Next to these items label if the item is either a “want” or a “need.” If you were to list only the needs in your life what would come up? Could you live without the wants? Notice Paul’s words in verse 12, “…I have learned the secret of being content in any situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want.”
3.) If we were to live the next 10 years with the material items we now possess, assuming they all still functioned, would you be content with what you have? What motivates us to constantly upgrade our things? What would happen if we put the same time and energy and finances into upgrading the amount of charity we gave?

Work It Out!

Craig’s sermon had some action points from Philippians…

1) What are some ways we could give more sacrificially? (not one church shared with me in the matter of giving and receiving, except you only)
2) What would happen if we realized our charity was worship, how would that change our attitude? (They are a fragrant offering, an acceptable sacrifice, pleasing to God) 

3) What would happen if we realized our charity was doing the Lord’s ministry, how would that change our attitude?

4) Do we really believe the following words from verse 19, “and my God will meet all your needs according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus.” If we do, how does that have an affect on our giving?
