Virtues of Stewardship: Sacrifice

November 15th, 2009


Break the Ice!

Recount one event in your life that you gave or served selflessly. Describe how that made you feel. Describe how the recipient of your service responded. 
Observations!

Read Luke 22:42 – “Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done.
Sacrifice of our life is not about how we feel, but about surrender. The night before Jesus faced his trial before being sentenced to death, he prayed to His Father. Observe how Jesus, regardless of how he felt (take this cup from me), chose to do the will of God (yet not my will, but yours be done.) regardless of His emotions, his tiredness, and the pain he would face.

Talk it over!
1.) Read Hebrews 11:17-19. There is a cost of sacrifice. In Abraham’s case it was his child Isaac. Even though Abraham didn’t literally sacrifice his son, in his heart he already gave him over to God. He handed over the most precious thing in his life to God! What represent the most precious thing in your life (dreams, career, relationship, etc.). What is your Isaac? Are you willing, like Abraham to let go of it if God asked it of you?

2.) In Hebrews 13:15 there is a sacrifice dealing with how we praise and pray to God. How is our attitude when we praise and pray? Does God hear songs and prayers of praise or does he hear grumbling? What keeps us from praying and praising with a good attitude?

3.) Hebrews 13:16 speaks of a sacrifice of doing good and sharing with others. Do we sacrifice our time in life to serve and share with others? How can we make time in our lives for this?

4.) Philippians 4:18 speaks of acceptable gifts and offerings. What is your view of giving; circle the one that best describes you below…


A.) I don’t have a view on giving


B.) I tip God if the service is good


C.) I give 10% of what I earn every month


D.) Other… 




*How can make a better sacrifice on how we give to the Lord’s work?

5.) Romans 12:1 speaks of offering our bodies as a living sacrifice. It matters to God what we do with the bodies! It matters what we eat, what we drink, how we live, what our minds take in, and how we exercise. What can we do to be more aware of the sacrifice we give to God concerning our bodies? 

6.) Hebrews 13:12-14 describes that Jesus is working outside the camp. It is a hint of how we need to sacrifice our lives to serve in the work that he is doing “outside our camp.” We are called to go outside. However, there is danger out there, mean people and worldly attitudes. Are we playing it too safe? Are we willing to go outside the camp and join up with Christ to redeem this broken world? How can you do that? 

___________________________________________
