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Break the Ice!

Icebreaker Question…

What was something that you wanted badly as a child that you couldn’t have?  What lengths did you go to convince your parents that you needed it?  What happened?

Observations!

Read Luke 18:1-5.
In God’s answers to prayer (yes, no, wait), can the believer truly distinguish between a ‘no’ and a ‘wait’?  How might the believer tend to respond in this case?

Jesus explains, in verse one, what the purposes of this teaching are.  What are the two purposes? Use this verse to define the difference between a praying Christian and one who has a prayer life.

Talk it over!

We are commanded to pray consistently, constantly and continually.  From your experience or the experience of others, what are some things that hinder us from praying this way?

Describe the care-less judge.  Is there any indication that he would use his power to benefit a powerless and vulnerable widow?  

Why might a widow (in this culture and time) be a good illustration for a Christian who comes to God in prayer?

Is the judge expected to listen to this widow?  What was the deciding factor that changed his mind?

Read Luke 18:6-8.  Jesus does not compare the judge to God, but contrasts him.  In what ways are the judge and God the same, but more importantly, in what ways are they different? Read 1 Peter 5:6-7 to find the most important difference.

Work It Out!
Based on the ambiguity of the woman, her situation, the amount of time she persisted, is there a cut and dry way to know if or when God will say ‘yes’ to your needs?  What does Jesus’ teaching tell us to do anyway?  

What do we learn about God based on the tension we feel when waiting for an answer to prayer?  How would this view of God and his position be changed if God answered ‘yes’ at any time to anything we asked for?

Ultimately, how should we be praying? (Refer to v. 1 again)  What situation in your life have you gotten tired of praying about or felt discouraged by a ‘no’ or a ‘wait’?  How does the parable of the nagging widow comfort you in your situation?
� Analyze the little adverb “always.” Why didn’t Jesus just say that they should pray?


� A widow is the illustration of someone who is powerless, vulnerable, and helpless.





