We Shall Overcome – Finding Hope in Hardship

1 Peter 1:13-2:3 – Overcoming worldliness

Therefore, prepare your minds for action; be self-controlled; set your hope fully on the grace to be given you when Jesus Christ is revealed.  (v. 13)
This hope should motivate you to be…

· A holy worshipper by God’s grace – “But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; for it is written, ‘Be holy, because I am holy.’”  (v. 16)
Temptation?  To conform to old desires
Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.  Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is – his good, pleasing and perfect will.  (Rom. 12:2)
· A pattern-breaker through God’s redemption – For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your forefathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect.”  (vv. 17-18)
Through him you believe in God, who raised him from the dead and glorified him, and so your faith and hope are in God.  (v. 21)
Temptation?  To return to old ways
· A maturing Christian through God’s Word – “For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living and enduring word of God.  And this is the word that was preached to you…Like newborn babies, crave spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation…  (vv. 23, 25b, 2-3)
For the word of God is living and active.  Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.  (Heb. 4:12)

Temptation?  To relate with old tactics
…now that you have tasted that the Lord is good.  (v. 3)
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