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THE VAIL CHURCH




Ice Breaker:

Question: Tell us about a time in high school when you got into trouble.

Our morals are our sense of right and wrong. They are not just principles that are “out there” that have no real effect on our lives. If we take them seriously, they become a part of us and in the end our morals help determine what we will do.

Question: Where do morals come from? And why do they shape us?

Conversation—Going Deeper

Read Together: Created in God’s Image: Our Identity is in Our Being.

 “So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.” (Genesis 1:27)

A human being is the image of God however we may choose to use our abilities or resources. You are an image bearer of the creator of the universe. A cruel person is as much the image of God as a person who is kind and loving. The Bible puts great value on human beings even after they have rebelled against God. 

Question: Do you have a hard time believing that God values people who have rebelled against Him?

Read Together: Our identity is reflected in our doing: our actions

“God blessed them and said to them, ‘Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground.’” (Genesis 1:28)

These people were perfect in their creation. They used the gifts and abilities that God had given them. God gave them a task to do that was like his task because they were created in his image. 

When you do something, this is not your identity, but it does reflect your identity. We have confused the proper order of creation when we try to say that our significance comes from what we do. What you do only reflects your significance…or your identity. 

Question: Why do you think people tend to associate what they do with their significance?

Read Together: Identity Lost and Recovered

“For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” (Genesis 3:5)

This drive to be like God be like God is not some innocent illusion, like a kid who wants to play in the NFL. The desire to be like God is the source of human evil, the root of our misery and suffering. This desire to be like God is where our selfishness and pride and cruelty to others come from. This is why we do evil at the expense of others: we want to express our power over people. We want to show ourselves to be like God. This is sin…and it has some consequences. 

Question: Why do you think people secretly want to be like God?

Read Together: Sin introduced Death to creation.

This may surprise you, but death is abnormal. We were made to have dominion and power over the earth, but our rebellion against God gave the earth dominion over us. Death is a threat to our identity. It is the final enemy we all must face. We all will die. In the words of William James; “Death is the worm at the core of human happiness.” Since the fall, much of human behavior has been an effort to either forget or deny the reality of death. Death is not the only consequence of our sin. Our sin also separates us from God. Our sin keeps us from coming to God.

Question: What do people do to forget about death? Why is death a threat to our identity?

Read Together: Dishonesty With Sin and Guilt

There are two reactions to guilt that people have. A person can choose to be honest about their guilt or they can choose to be dishonest. There are two basic ways people are dishonest with the sin and guilt in their lives: 

1. Shift the blame by criticizing others. This strategy is as old as sin. We don’t naturally like to accept the blame. It hurts us to realize that we may have sinned or done wrong.

“The man said ‘The woman you put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree , and I ate it.’” (Genesis 3:12)
2. Hypocrisy: This is when we apply high moral standards to others while applying low standards to ourselves.

Question: Why do you think we try to shift the blame? Why is it so easy for us to apply high moral standards to others, but not to ourselves (hypocrisy)?

Read Together: Honesty With Sin and Guilt
“He who walks in integrity walks securely, but he who perverts his ways will be found out.” (Proverbs 10:9)

Integrity does not mean perfection. It only means honesty about our sin. It is a freeing truth to realize that you are not perfect and to admit this and move on. 

Honesty brings us security in our relationships: we don’t have to hide our shame. No more hiding. God wants us to be honest about our sin with other people and with him so we don’t have to hide anymore.  In the end, honesty with ourselves and with others helps us recover our identity.

Question: How have you been dishonest about your sin? How can you begin to be honest about who you are?

Application:

Question: How has today’s conversation challenged you to be different?

Question: What is one thing you would like to do differently as a result of today’s conversation?
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Leader Tips





Please feel free to modify this study to fit the specific needs of your group as you see fit








Remember to point your group towards application of this study.











 



































Call Shawna at 949-6585 x-107 with any questions
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