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Ice Breaker:

Question: When you were a child, what did you want to be when you grew up?

To a child, the question “What are you going to be when you grow up?” means “What job will you have?” or “How will you earn a living?” The question subtly communicates that your job defines who you are as a person. 

Question: How has your job shaped what you think about yourself?

Conversation—Going Deeper

Read Together: You are not what you do, have, look like, etc… 

None of us in this room wants to be defined by what we do. If our lives are only worth what we do, then we would all be supremely disappointed.  We demand greatness for our lives and we want to know that our lives matter. This is natural. We want to know that our lives are important. This is how God has wired each of us: He has set eternity in our hearts. 

“He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity in the hearts of men; yet they cannot fathom what God has done from beginning to end.”


(Ecclesiastes 3:11)
Question: How have you tried to make your life significant?

· I have invested a lot into my children.

· I have worked hard to build my career. 

· I have tried to do good as often as possible. 

· I try to influence other people for good.

· Other: ________

Read Together: Searching for Significance

Our search for value and purpose is rooted in our search for identity. When we discover who we are, or who God has made us to be, then we will understand that our lives DO matter and we have been created for a purpose. Unfortunately, many people worry more about their image than their identity. Image management says that you are what you do, what you look like or what you have.

Question: Why do you think people are more concerned with their image than their character or their identity?

Read Together: Significance Found

Our identity is found in our nature as human beings. God has created man in His image (Genesis 1:17-28). As people we all have value because we all reflect the image of the God who made us. It is good news that God does not care about your image, he does care about who you are. This is your identity and your character.

“The Lord does not look at the things man looks at. Man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.” (1 Samuel 16:7)
Question: Why do you think God cares more about your identity and your character than your image?

Read Together: Heart Issues

Our treasures determine where our heart is aimed. If your treasure is found in the way you look, what you have, how much money is in your bank account or in what kind of job you have, then this is where your heart will be also. In the end, treasures on earth will not satisfy us and they will be destroyed. Jesus encourages us store up treasures that will last because he knew that our heart is tied into our treasures.

Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. (Matthew 6:20-21)

Question: How do you determine what your treasures are?
· How you spend your time reveals your treasures.

· How you spend your money reveals your treasures.

· What you think about reveals your treasures. 

· Your ambitions reveal your treasures.

· Other: ________

Question: Examine the last week of your life. What does this week say about what you are treasuring in your life right now?

Application:

Question: How has today’s conversation challenged you to be different?

Question: What is one thing you would like to do differently as a result of today’s conversation?
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Leader Tips





Please feel free to modify this study to fit the specific needs of your group as you see fit








Remember to point your group towards application of this study.











 



































Call Shawna at 949-6585 x-107 with any questions
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