Obadiah

(a.k.a. The shortest book in the Old Testament)
Background

Date:  853-841 BC or 627-586 BC

Author: Obadiah – means “servant” or “worshiper” of Yahweh.  It was a common name in those times.

Discussion
Read through Obadiah. 
1. This is recorded as a “vision” of Obadiah, like Isaiah (1:1), Daniel (8:1), and Nahum (1:1).  In the broader sense, “vision” signifies a divine communication to God’s prophet and connotes the authority and authenticity of the prophetic message.  More specifically, the word is a term associated with a visible conveying . . . It often has a context of impending judgment.

Imagine how Obadiah must have felt (or any prophet for that matter).  Have you ever had a moment when you felt this close to God?  Describe how you felt.  Was it joyful?  Convicting?  Comforting?

Technically, the word “vision” has to do with receiving a revelatory word from God, more than mere human insight.
   Has something ever been clear to you as this message must have been for Obadiah?  On the other hand, when have you relied on human insight more than God’s wisdom?

2. To whom is the book written?

The two nations in this book have been long connected.  The patriarchs were brothers, Jacob (Israel) and Esau (Edom).  As a refresher, read Genesis 25: 19-34.  In Genesis 33, the two brothers reconciled and lived peacefully until Edom refused Israel’s request to pass through their land (Numbers 20:14-21).  David conquered Edom (2 Samuel 8:13-14) and then Edom encouraged Babylon to destroy Jerusalem in 586 BC.  Even Herod the Great, a descendant of Edom, sought to destroy Jesus, the child who embodied all that Israel was meant to be.

3. As you read through the book, what main themes become clear?  (vs. 1-9, vs. 10-14, vs. 15-21)

4. How are these themes similar to the other prophets we have read so far?

5. Lex Talionis, or “an eye for an eye,” (vs. 15) is common biblical teaching. (Exod. 21:23, Lev. 24:19, Deut. 19:21)  Does this principle have any significance or value for society today?

6. What are some of the specific charges against Edom?  What will happen to them as a result?

Even though Edom did not attack Jerusalem, what are some of the ways they helped those who did? (vs. 11-12, 14-15)

7. One of the reasons Edom was so smug was because their central area was fortified by cliffs, making their city virtually impenetrable.  (vs. 3-4)  Do you (or did you) have an area in your life that seems so impenetrable that it will never be attacked by sin?  Why is that pride so dangerous?

Why was it so dangerous for Edom?  (vs. 6-7)
8. Why will all nations face the day of the Lord? (vs. 15)  

9. And again, there is a breath of fresh air.  Israel will be restored.  What promise to Israel’s forefathers does vs. 17-21 refer to?  (Genesis 15)

What hope does that offer to Israel and to us today?

10.   Obadiah may be short, but it is packed and the imagery is beautiful.  What can we take away from Obadiah?  Although it is written to a nation, how does it pertain to individuals?
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