Jonah Part 2
Jonah 3-4

1. Has God ever asked you to do something that seemed foolish to you and/or others?  What was the result of action (or inaction)?

The Prophecy

2. In Jonah 3:1-2, God repeats his command.  Has God ever repeated his command to you?  Did you obey the second time as Jonah did?

3. What was Jonah’s prophetic sermon?  How does this differ from the other Minor Prophets we have studied?  How is it similar?

4. What was the Ninevites’ response?  How does that compare to the responses in the other Minor Prophets?

5. What can we learn from the King of Nineveh?

6. What was God’s response?  How does it compare to his response (or promised response) in the other Minor Prophets?

The Whiner

7. In Jonah 4:5, Jonah goes to the east of the city.  The cardinal directions east and west had significance in the Old Testament.  To go west was a picture of moving toward God.  To go east meant to move away from God.  The only entrance to the tabernacle and to temples was on the east side, forcing the priests to go west to meet with God.  Read Genesis 3:24, what does it show about east and west?

8. In Jonah 4:1-5, what was Jonah’s attitude toward the Ninevites?  How does this differ from the attitude of the other Minor Prophets we have read?

9. What purpose did the plant serve?  The Hebrew word this plant means “nauseous to the taste.”

10. What was Jonah’s attitude in Jonah 4:8-9?

11. The book ends with God’s question, but Jonah is the author.  Why did Jonah leave us there?  Do you think Jonah ever came back around to following God?

The Application

12. Why did God pick Jonah?

13. Is there any hint of Jonah in your own life?

14. Do you have an attitude like Jonah’s against anyone?  Do you harbor prejudices against a people group?

15. Have you ever been angry like Jonah at God’s mercy on an undeserving person/people?  How do you view that in light of what we are learning in the Minor Prophets?

16. Jonah was not motivated by what motivated God.  What was he motivated by?  What are you motivated by?  How can you be more motivated by what motivates God?

