Jonah Part 1
Jonah 1-2
The Author

1. Read through the book of Jonah to refresh your memory of the story.  What new things did you pick up/remember/or surprised you?

2. Why do you think the book of Jonah was canonized?  

3. There has been great debate as to the authenticity of Jonah’s life and story.  Using the other biblical references to Jonah in II Kings 14:25-27, Matthew 12:29-41, Matthew 16:4, and Luke 11:29-32, how would you prove or disprove his existence?

4. What is the significance of Jesus’ mention of Jonah?

5. What does Jonah tell us about himself?  What glimpse does that give you into his view of himself?

6. List what you know of Jonah?  From historical cross-referencing, he has been placed as the earlier minor prophet, following closely after Elisha and closely before Hosea and Amos.  His name means “dove.”

The Land

7. Skim the genealogy in Genesis 10:1-8 and read the account of Nimrod and the kingdoms he built in Genesis 10:9-12.  What stands out?

8. We have already read about Assyria in Hosea 7:11, 8:9, 9:3, 10:6, and 11:11.  What have we learned?  What other mentions of Nineveh and Assyria can you find in the Bible?

Nineveh was the capital city of Assyria, which was the most powerful nation during that time period.  Nineveh is the Assyrian word for the goddess Ishtar.  Population accounts vary from tens of thousands to a million.  Walking around the perimeter of the city took 3 days (3:3).  It was destroyed about 150 years after Jonah prophesied—God held of destroying them for over a century 
because of Jonah’s prophecy and their repentance.

The Assyrians were a cruel and powerful people that other nations feared.  Records indicate barbaric practices like building a pyramid of human heads, blinding enemies, cutting off limbs, tearing captives’ tongues out, impaling victims on poles, and flaying victims alive and spreading their skin out on the walls of the cities.  Isaiah, Hosea, and Amos prophesied that Assyria 
would one day destroy Israel.

9. How would you respond to God’s request if you were Jonah?

The Flight
10. What is God’s command?  How much information does he give Jonah?  What does this tell us about how God communicates?

11. God calls reluctant leaders sometimes.  What other examples of reluctant biblical leaders can you think of?  How was Jonah’s reluctance different?

12. Looking at the map, describe Jonah’s journey.

13. What were Jonah’s reasons for running and issues behind his reasons?

14. Jonah accurately prophesied that if the sailors threw him out of the boat, the storm would stop.  How did he know that? What did it reveal about his attitude? (1:12)

15. Who/what are the other players in this part of the story?  How do they respond to God?

16. How does this book reflect God taking initiative?  How does that translate to your life?

17. What were Jonah’s consequences for avoiding God’s call on his life?  Who was affected?  How?

18. How was Jonah’s relationship with God and others affected by his rebellion?

19. Read Jonah’s prayer in 2:1-9.  Notice the number of references Jonah makes to God’s control over what happened and what is happening.  How has Jonah’s attitude changed?

In February 1891, the whale-ship, Star of the East, lost one of the seamen, James Bartley, overboard while attacking a larges sperm whale.  The whale was subsequently killed and the laborious task of cutting away the blubber began.  It was not until the next day that they progressed far enough to hoist the great fish’s stomach out of the water at which point they were surprised by spasmodic signs of life from inside.  Once the stomach was cut open, they discovered the missing Bartley within.  During the two days he was inside the whale, the sailor’s face, neck and hands were bleached to a deadly whiteness.  Bartley affirmed that he would probably have survived until he starved to death, for there was no lack of air inside the fish.

20. Any of Jonah in you this week?

