Joel Part 2
2:1 – 3:21

Call to Repentance, Promise, Judah’s Future, 
and Leadership Applications
The Call to Repentance

1. In what ways do you find yourself serving God outwardly rather than from the heart?

2. Read Joel 1:15-20.  What does this say about the day of the Lord to come?

3. Read Joel 2:1-17.  Do you think Joel is describing a literal locust invasion in chapter 2 or an army invasion with resembles a swarm of locusts?  Why?

4. Joel again mentions the Day of the Lord.”  What does this reference represent?  

“Though some expositors consider the locusts in Joel 2 as literal locusts, it is probably that they described an army which devastates like the locusts did in chapter 1.  It was typical of military invasions that they would ruin everything which they conquered.  In any case, the destruction was described as an event of the day of the Lord (2:11).  This was fulfilled in the Assyrian captivity.”

5. How can the Day of the Lord be a warning against spiritual complacency?

6. “Even now,” what hope does the Lord offer his people?  Why (2:12-14)?

7. What does it mean to return to the Lord with all your heart (2:12)?

8. Again Joel calls for a “holy fast  . . a sacred assembly” (2:15).  What is significant about the people he singles out in 2:16-17?  How is it different from the sacred assembly in 1:14?

9. How does 2:12-17 help you understand the meaning of repentance?

“On the basis of the power of God to bring judgment, Israel was exhorted to return to the Lord with fasting and weeping (2:12).  They were assured that God was gracious and compassionate and that He could bless them instead of cursing them.  The prophet exhorted all people, the elders, the children, the bridegroom and bride, and the priests to come to the Lord in prayer and repentance.  This was fulfilled after the Babylonian Captivity.”

10. In what ways would you like to renew your commitment to the Lord for 2003?

11. The emphasis in this section is on exhortation.  Define exhortation and show how Joel is exhorting Judah.

12. Joel uses what Maxwell calls “The Law of Connection” as he uses the times to say the timeless.  “The prophet uses the current events of his time to share timeless truth.  Every Hebrew knew of the plague of locusts.  When that subject came up, everyone paid attention.  Joel grabbed their attention with a current event and used it to illustrate God’s coming judgment.  He and God communicated in these ways: creatively, constantly, and consistently.”
  Explain how you see God and Joel communicating in each of these ways:

· Creatively:

· Constantly:

· Consistently:

Promise

17. Read Joel 2:18-27.  If his people repent, what promises does the Lord make to them?

18. Joel 2:25 lists the four types of locusts from 1:4 in reverse order, showing that God would fully restore the desolation caused by each type.  How would these promises repay them for the “years the locusts have eaten?”

“In response to such repentance, the prophet promised that the Lord would answer, would send grain and wine and oil and drive away ‘the northern army far from you’ (2:20).  Israel was described as a nation with plenty of food, which would ‘repay you for the years the locusts have eaten’ (2:25).  Out of this experience Israel would know ‘that I am the Lord your God, and there is no other’ (2:27).  This was fulfilled in their return to the land after the Babylonian Captivity.”

19. Notice that the phrase “never again will my people be shamed” is repeated twice in 2:26-27.  What is the importance of this?

20. How have you experience God’s healing through the act of repentance?  Has God ever restore something in your life that you felt like the locusts had eaten?

Take time to “praise the name of the Lord your God” for the wonders he has worked for you (2:26).

Judah’s Future

22. Read Joel 2:28-3:21.  According to 2:28-32, what signs will precede the “coming of the great and dreadful Day of the Lord”?

23. To whom is Joel referring in 2:28?  Why is that important?  What would Judah have thought about that reference?

In 2:28-29, the Lord promised to pour out his Spirit.  “The Apostle Peter in his Pentecostal sermon quoted from this passage (Acts 2:14-21).  It was quite clear that the entire prophecy of Joel was not fulfilled, but what Peter was alluding to was the similarity of the situation.  Just as in Joel’s time the people of Israel were called to repentance in the hope that the Day of the Lord’s blessing would come on them, so those who listened to Peter’s Pentecostal sermon were exhorted to turn to the Lord in anticipation that the promised blessings may follow.” 
  This prophecy awaits complete fulfillment in relation to the second coming of Christ.

24.  What have the nations done to provoke the Lord’s judgment (3:1-8)?  How will he repay them?

Joel 3:4-8 “Judgment was declared on Tyre and Sidon for their treatment of the Children of Israel and the silver and gold and the other treasures that they carried off.  God also judged them for selling the Children of Israel as slaves to Greece and promised that, in return, their sons and daughters would be sold to the people of Judah.  This was fulfilled in the fourth century B.C. by Alexander the Great.”1
25.  The Lord commands the nations to prepare for war (3:9).  How does their battle relate to the Lord’s judgment (3:9-16)?

Joel 3:9-15  “The prophet called for the armies of the nations to roused and to assemble themselves for war in the Valley of Jehoshaphat where they would encounter the judgment of God.  Joel declared that God ‘will sit to judge all the nations one very side’ (3:12).  On the basis of these prophecies begin fulfilled, Joel pleaded with the multitudes to recognize that the Day of the Lord was near (3:14) and that it would be preceded by the darkening of the sun and the moon and the blotting out of the stars (3:15).  Ultimate fulfillment will be at the Second Coming.”1
26. Joel describes the Lord as a lion, a thunderstorm, a refuge, and a stronghold (3:16).  What do these images reveal about the God we serve?

27. What blessings does the Lord promise his people (3:16-21)?

28. Joel also uses what Maxwell calls “The Law of Navigation” as he declares hope if Judah will respond.  This Law “forces leaders to become students of three facets of leadership:  discernment, strategy, and the future.  They must interpret the times, see the future, and plan the steps.  Joel paints pictures for the people to help them see what he sees.”
  List an action step you will take to become a student of each facet of leadership Maxwell has listed:

· Discernment:

· Strategy:

· Future:

29. In his covenant promise with Abraham, God said, ‘I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all people on earth will be blessed through you’ (Genesis 12:3).  How does the Lord fulfill that promise in chapter 3?

30. What has Joel taught you about preparing for the Day of the Lord?

31. What steps do you need to take in order to be prepared?

Leadership Applications

“Joel teaches us that leaders must see the future clearly and project what steps must be taken to thrive in it.  Joel called the leaders of his day to sound a warning of repentance to successive generations he would never meet—a futurist in the truest sense of the word.

“Second, leaders must read and interpret current events.  Joel saw and explained the locust of his day in a way that made his message vivid and memorable.  He took a physical reality and capitalized on it to illustrate a spiritual reality.  His mind focused on both current events and eternal outcomes.

“Third, corporate or community repentance begins with the leader.  People usually act en masse when a leader sounds the trumpet and provides an example of what must be done.  This proved true in Joel’s case.  Joel called the priests to model repentance with sackcloth and mourning.  People do what people see. 

“Fourth, leaders must never cry out for change without providing some solutions.  It does little good to merely complain.  Leaders must sound the alarm, but then say, ‘And here are some steps we can take to improve.’  Along with his warning for judgment, Joel talks about promise of the Holy Spirit and the need for His filling He spoke of the coming day of the Lord and the need to call on God for deliverance.  He listed the steps of repentance and the people of Judah needed to take if they were to renew themselves and find restoration in the grace of God.”

32.  What will you take away from Joel in order to become a better coach?
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