Joel Part 1
1:1 – 1:20

Prophecy, Historical Context, Joel, and Desolation

Prophecy Overview

Prophet:  foreteller
, inspired person, a person called by God to be His spokesperson

Why study prophecy?

· About ¼ of the Bible was prophecy when it was written

· Approximately ½ of the prophecies have already been fulfilled in a literal way

· Indication of what God’s plans and purposes are for the human race and for the universe as a whole

· Solid hope for the future on which to base faith

· Evidence that the Scriptures are accurate in their interpretation of the future

· Guide to the meaning of history

· Guideline for establishing the value of human conduct

· Support for the scriptural revelation of the righteousness of God and that the Christian faith has an integral relationship to morality

How do you study prophecy? 
· Determine the meaning of significant words, may have historical context

· Decide whether the prophecy concerns the present, future, or has already been fulfilled

· Utilize fulfilled prophecy to determine literal translations for yet unfilled prophecy

· Decide whether the prophecy is conditional or unconditional

· Conclude whether the prophecy has a double reference, may have been partially fulfilled

· Determine whether the prophecy is literal or figurative

· Use cross-referencing with other passages of Scripture to interpret

Historical Context of Joel

There is much debate surrounding the timing of Joel’s prophetic ministry and the writing of this book.  Theologians have found little evidence to substantially support any one claim.  Several scholars agree on a time period around 870-835 B.C., which was before the Assyrian and Babylonian captivities, and lends itself to the reign of Joash while he was still very young and under the guardianship of the high priest, Jehoiada, who is mentioned in II Kings 11:1-21 and II Chronicles 22:10-23:21.

Joel is speaking undoubtedly to Judah and is “intimately familiar”
 with the temple, priests, and ceremonies in Jerusalem, which was the capital city of southern kingdom of Judah during the period of the divided kingdom.  

Joel, the Prophet

Joel means “Yahweh is God”
 or “one to whom Jehovah is God.”1 He was an educated, well-read leader who knew not only the writings of the other prophets, but also the current events of his day.  He used them all to illustrate the message God had given him.

1.   Read the book of Joel.  Give your overall impression of this prophet of God.

Desolation

Joel uses what Maxwell calls “The Law of Intuition” as he interprets the disaster of the locusts.  “His divine intuition enables his to stay ahead of the times and lead in a wise and discerning manner.” 
 Joel also “helps us see that God sometimes uses the natural realm to illustrate
 realities in the spiritual realm.”3
2.   Give an Old Testament and a New Testament example of God using the natural realm to illustrate the spiritual.

3. For what purpose do you think Joel asks the question in 1:2?  What would have been their answer?

4. Why would Joel’s mandate in 1:3 have been important?

5. Read Joel 1.  Describe the devastation left by the locust plague.

Locust plagues were “greatly feared by those in the Old Testament.”
 Four varieties of locust are mentioned in 1:4.  “Literally, the Hebrew words mean ‘shearer,’ ‘swarmer,’ ‘lapper,’ and devourer.  Locust swarms commonly number in the millions, if not billions.  Each succeeding group of locusts eat whatever is left from the previous invasion, making the devastation complete.”2  “Desert locusts devastated Palestine as recently as 1915.  The plague of locusts in Egypt prior to the Exodus had a significant impact on that country.  The officials claimed that Egypt was ‘ruined,’ and even Pharaoh called the plague ‘deadly.’ Just as that plague of locusts mocked the Egyptian’s pride in the fertility of their land, so this locust invasion would rebuke God’s people who had forgotten that their prosperity came from God.”
  Locust invasions are mentioned by Moses (Deuteronomy 28:38-39) and Solomon (I Kings 8:37) as “one of the instruments of divine judgment.”

6. Why do you think locusts were chosen by God to exact his divine judgment?

7. There has been great theological debate concerning the meaning of the locust.  Do you think Joel is describing a literal plague of insects or figuratively describing an army invasion?  Why?

8. How will the plague affect the drunkard (1:5), the priests (1:9,13) and the farmers (1:11)?

9. Why do you think these groups were singled out?

10. In what ways does God discipline his people today corporately?  Individually?

11. What is the difference between God’s discipline and the problems anyone may have?

12. Joel compares the people of Judah to a virgin mourning for her husband or betrothed (1:8).  What does that say about the depth of the relationship between God and his people?

13. What do you think God’s purpose was in stopping the sacrifices (1:9,13)?

14. How does Joel call for the people to demonstrate their repentance (1:14)?  

15. Why is each of these commands important?

16. What significance would a holy fast have (1:14)?

17. What does Joel’s command to summon the elders indicate about the place of leaders in repentance (1:14)?

18. How does Joel describe this Day of the Lord (1:15)?

The theme of Joel is the Day of the Lord.  It “involves God’s special intervention in the affairs of human history.  Three facets of the Day of the Lord are discernable:

· Historical—God’s intervention in the affairs of Israel (1:15) and the heathen nations

· Illustrative—whereby a historical incident represents a partial fulfillment of the eschatological Day of the Lord (2:1-11)

· Eschatological—includes the time of the Great Tribulation, the second coming of Christ (2:30-32), and the Millennium.”

Lesson II will delve into the illustrative and eschatological Days of the Lord. 

19.  How has the first chapter of Joel shaped your view of God’s use of desolation?
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