Amos Part 2
What is Amos’s message?

1. The dominant theme of Amos’s message is clearly stated in 5:24.  What does is say?

2. Let’s take some time to understand that more fully.  We’ll begin by reading Amos 1:1-2:5.  Given 1:2, what tone do you expect Amos’s message will take?  

Not what you’d expect from a tranquil little shepherd boy, eh?  Do you recognize the roaring lion from anywhere?  
3. Israel’s neighbors (Damascus, Gaza, Tyre, Edom, Ammon, and Moab) are Israel’s enemies.  They are also pagan nations.  What do you think was going through Israel’s head as they heard the prophecies against these nations?  (1:3-2:3)

4. Then Amos turns to the southern kingdom – now what’s going through those heads?  (2:4-5)  

5. And now for the whammy.  Recall that Israel assumed they were in God’s good graces as a result of Elisha’s and Jonah’s prophecies.  How might 2:6-16 hit them?

6. Do you think it is characteristic of human nature to assume that judgment will always fall on someone else?  Explain.  

7. Why does the Lord refuse to revoke the punishments? (1:3, 1:13, 2:4)

8. What kinds of sins do the pagan nations have in common?  (1:3-2:3)

9. How are Judah’s sins different from those of the pagan nations?  (2:4-5)

10. Amos cites a variety of sins of which Israel is guilty (2:6-8, 12).  How would you categorize their sins?

11. How are the righteous, the needy, the poor, and the oppressed mistreated?

12. As Christians, what can we do to bring relief and justice to such people?

What is our responsibility to do?

What will we do?

13. How are Israel’s sins all the more serious in light of their history? (2:9-11)

14. What graphic images does the Lord use to describe his judgment of Israel? (2:13-16)

15. How can Amos’s warnings to Israel keep us from being presumptuous about our status as God’s children?

Is this comforting or stressful to you?
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