Amos Part 1
Setting the Scene
1. Read the entire book of Amos and write a brief summary.  

2. What would you subtitle this book?

3. How would you describe Amos’s personality as portrayed through his prophesy?

The Hebrew meaning of his name is burden-bearer.  Hmmmm… quite fitting, eh?

4. Name an actor, cartoon character, or famous historical figure of whom he reminds you.

5. How did Amos earn his living?  (1:1, 7:14-15)

6. Amos is from Tekoa, a small town about 6 miles south of Bethlehem and 11 miles from Jerusalem.  That’s in Judah, the southern kingdom.  He was sent as a prophet to Israel, the northern kingdom.  What was going on in Israel and Judah during this time?  (see 2 Kings 14:23-15:7 and 2 Chronicles 26)

Do you think he got a warm reception?

7. Given that Amos was a contemporary of Hosea, how else would you describe the scene in Israel and Judah?

8. Jonah prophesied that Israel would be restored to a glory not seen since the days of Solomon.  What effect can prosperity have on a nation?  On the nation’s perception of God’s opinion of them?

9. In what town did Amos likely spend most of his time ministering?  (7:10-13) __________   Interesting… read Genesis 12:8, Genesis 28:10-22, Genesis 35:1-8, Judges 20:26-28, and 1 Kings 12:28-30.  What happens in that city in those passages?  

As you’ve observed, Bethel is quite important.  In fact, only Jerusalem is mentioned more often in the Old Testament.  Bethel is Israel’s main religious sanctuary and is where the upper echelons of the northern kingdom worshipped.  It is 12 miles north of Jerusalem.

10. Compare and contrast Amos’s content, style, tone, audience, and message to that of Joel and Hosea.

Whereas Hosea emphasizes God’s love, grace, mercy, and forgiveness, what attributes of God would you say Amos emphasizes?
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