The Vail Church 
Small Group Questions

April 6, 2008
The Irresistible Revolution

When you were growing up, who was the most difficult person to get along with?

But I tell you who hear me: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you,  bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you.  If someone strikes you on one cheek, turn to him the other also. If someone takes your cloak, do not stop him from taking your tunic.  Give to everyone who asks you, and if anyone takes what belongs to you, do not demand it back.  Do to others as you would have them do to you. 






Luke 6:27-31 (NIV)  

Imagine that you are hearing these words for the very first time.  What is your initial, instinctive, gut-level reaction to this radical teaching of Jesus?
1. Don’t play the victim… Love is a choice

Share a time when you made a CHOICE to love in a difficult relationship.

· Acts of Love

On the contrary: "If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink.  In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head."





Romans 12:20 (NIV)  

Think about your relationship with your spouse or a good friend.  What would you say is their “love language”?  In other words, what communicates loves to them… gifts? affirmation? a surprise? affection? quality time? serving them?
· Words of Love

Don't just pretend that you love others. Really love them. Hate what is wrong. Stand on the side of the good.  Love each other with genuine affection, and take delight in honoring each other. 











Romans 12:9-10 (NLT)  

While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven. 






Luke 24:51 (NIV)  

Take a few moments to express words of “blessing” to those in your group.  Use one of the following phrases to express blessing to others in your group.
“I am grateful for you because…”

“God has used you in my life to…”

“I’m glad God brought you into my life because…”

· Prayers of Love

I pray that from his glorious, unlimited resources he will give you mighty inner strength through his Holy Spirit.  And I pray that Christ will be more and more at home in your hearts as you trust in him. May your roots go down deep into the soil of God's marvelous love. 








Ephesians 3:16-17 (NLT)  

Take time right now to pray for any in the group who are having difficulty in a relationship right now.  Call on God who has the power to change hearts and give us the supernatural power to love.
2. Don’t seek revenge… Trust God

Christ, who suffered for you, is your example. Follow in his steps.  He never sinned, and he never deceived anyone.  He did not retaliate when he was insulted. When he suffered, he did not threaten to get even. He left his case in the hands of God, who always judges fairly.


1 Peter 2:21-23 (NLT)  

Never pay back evil for evil to anyone. Do things in such a way that everyone can see you are honorable. 

Romans 12:17 (NLT)  

When the topic of loving difficult people comes up, does anyone come to mind that you are having a hard time loving?  Is there a hurt that you are hanging on to?   What does it look like for you to “trust God” in this situation?
3. Don’t be selfish… Be generous and gracious
In this passage in Luke 6, Jesus not only commands us to restrain from revenge, he goes even further.  He calls on us to be generous and gracious to those who are hard to love.  
The Message paraphrase of v. 29-30 says  “If someone grabs your shirt, giftwrap your best coat and make a present of it.  If someone takes unfair advantage of you, use the occasion to practice the servant life. No more tit-for-tat stuff. Live generously.”

If you are in a difficult relationship, what could you do that would be an over the top, lavish, generous and gracious expression of love? 

And all the believers met together constantly and shared everything they had. They sold their possessions and shared the proceeds with those in need. 





Acts 2:44-45 (NLT)  

4.  Don’t hold onto your rights… Live the golden rule

What if we REALLY decided to take the “Golden Rule” seriously?  Where in your life would it bring about the biggest change?  Kids? Business relationships? Friendships? Marriage?
