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2.   SECOND, DOUBT CAN HINDER OUR PRAYERS TO GOD.
According to (James 1:5-7), if a person prays with doubt, what will He receive from the Lord? ______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

· He will not receive anything from the Lord. 

What does the word “doubt” mean?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

· Doubt means, “to be undecided or skeptical about something.  It is a lack of certainty and lack of trust.”  Doubt is an enemy to our faith because we are to believe with all of our hearts that God can answer our prayers.

From (Luke 1:5-23), why was Zechariah not able to speak until the day his child was born? ______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

· In (Luke 1:5-23), we are introduced to two people:  Zechariah, a priest during the time of Herod king of Judea, and his wife Elizabeth.  They were both very godly people.  In this story, we notice that Zechariah and Elizabeth wanted children very badly.  However, the odds were against them; Elizabeth was barren and they were both well along in years.  One day, they prayed earnestly for a child and God heard their prayers and sent an angel to announce the good news that He was going to grant their request.  However, in (Luke 1:18f), Zechariah doubted or did not believe the news that the angel brought from God.  Because he doubted God’s promise, Zechariah was taught a lesson.  He was not able to speak until the day the child was born.

· Zechariah was not able to speak because he doubted the promises of God.  When we ask God for something, but deep down in our hearts doubt that we will receive it, our prayers can become hindered or we may be taught a lesson.  

What kind of faith are we to have in prayer (Mark 11:22-24)? ______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

· Mountain moving faith!

3.  THIRD, AN IMPROPER HUSBAND-WIFE RELATIONSHIP CAN HINDER OUR PRAYERS TO GOD.
Read (1 Peter 3:7).  What is this verse teaching? 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

· This verse teaches that if a man is not considerate and respectful towards his wife, his prayers will be hindered.  If a husband does not treat his wife with love, honor, and respect, which she deserves, that behavior somehow affects his prayer life.  

Why does an improper husband-wife relationship have the potential to hinder prayer? ______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

· To have a good relationship with God depends on right relationships with others.  If we do not have a right relationship with others, then our relationship with God is affected.  If we have an improper relationship with others, we need to resolve it, so that nothing will hinder our prayers.
4.  LASTLY, CAN YOU THINK OF ANY OTHER THINGS THAT CAN HINDER OUR PRAYERS TO GOD?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Disobedience (Micah 3:4; Jeremiah 11:10-11). 

· Arrogance (James 4:6-10; Job 35:12-13).

· Hypocrisy (Mark 12:38-40; Matthew 15:1-9).

· Unconfessed sin (Isaiah 59:1-2; Psalm 66:18).

CONCLUSION:

1. Here are several things that can hinder our prayers to God. 

a. An unforgiving spirit.

b. Doubt.

c. An improper husband-wife relationship.
2. Do you need to remove any barriers to your prayer life this week?
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HINDRANCES TO PRAYER


The Vail Church Small Group Ministry





PURPOSE





In this study, we will explore several things that can hinder our prayers to God.





OPENER





Does God hear everyone's prayer? 





______________________________________________________________





______________________________________________________________





Certainly, God is the one who determines whose prayers He hears and whose He doesn't.  However, there are a few passages of Scripture that seem to suggest that God, at times, does not hear everyone's prayer (1 Peter 3:12; Psalm 66:18; Isaiah 59:2; Proverbs 15:29).





LESSON





HERE ARE SEVERAL THINGS THAT CAN HINDER OUR PRAYERS TO GOD.





FIRST, AN UNFORGIVING SPIRIT CAN HINDER OUR PRAYERS TO GOD.





In (Mark 11:25), Jesus reveals that if we are unwilling to forgive others when they sin against us, then God will not forgive us when we ask Him for forgiveness.  So in other words, our prayers for forgiveness can be denied or hindered if we have an unforgiving spirit.  What does “forgiveness mean?





__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Forgiveness means that we pardon people of their offenses; we give up all feelings of getting even; we let go of all the hurt that they have caused; and we keep no record of wrongs.  Forgiveness means that it is over.  We give up all feelings of anger.





Leader Tips





Please feel free to modify this study to fit the specific needs of your group as you see fit








Remember to point your group towards application of this study.











 



































Call Shawna at 949-6585 x-107 with any questions
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