[image: image1.jpg]o

THE VAIL CHURCH




God’s Family in Action – Col 4:7-18
Nick Bergquist

March 29th 2009

Break the Ice!

Icebreaker Question…

In your opinion, what is the most important attribute an employee can have that would add to a business. 

Who in your life would you consider a spiritual mentor? What characteristics do they possess that you admire? 

Observations!

Read Col 4:7-18. What is the general tone of the letter? 
List the different names Paul includes in this section. Next to each name list the characteristic that Paul attributes to each person.

What attribute(s) shows up the most?

Observe how Paul describes the way Epaphras prays. in verses 12-13. Ie.) for whom, how frequently…
Talk it over!

As a group, read the book of Philemon (short book). Discuss among yourselves the issue concerning Onesimus. 

 Notice that this passage speaks about the community of believers in action. The major themes that arise are unity, faithfulness, encouragement, and prayer (among others). Discuss with your group which of those themes we do well as a church, and which ones we could improve. 

Work It Out!
1) What qualities of Epaphras’ prayer can we adopt into our lives? 

2)  How, as a church/small group, can we better unify, encourage one another, demonstrate faithfulness, and pray like Epaphras?

3) If Paul were to write about you, what would he say and what attributes would he use to describe you? 

4) With whom are you leaving a legacy, like these saints in Colossians 4? 

___________________________________________
