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Conversations About Jesus


Friend of Sinners: Luke 5:27-32


The Vail Church Small Group Ministry





Icebreaker (10 Minutes):


When you were growing up, did you have a friend that Mom didn’t like?  Why didn’t mom like this person?





Discussion (30 minutes):


After this, Jesus went out and saw a tax collector by the name of Levi sitting at his tax booth. “Follow me,” Jesus said to him, and Levi got up, left everything and followed him.�   Then Levi held a great banquet for Jesus at his house, and a large crowd of tax collectors and others were eating with them.  But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law who belonged to their sect complained to his disciples, “Why do you eat and drink with tax collectors and 'sinners'?”


   Jesus answered them, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick.  I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.”																Luke 5:27-32


Why do you think Levi followed Jesus?





Would you have followed Jesus as eagerly as Levi did?





Soon after Levi began following Jesus, he threw a party at his house. He had invited all sorts of people to house: tax collectors, Pharisees, teachers of the law, the disciples and “sinners”. What kind of people come to your parties?  





As we read the story, the Pharisees and the teachers of the law try to stir up some controversy with Jesus and the disciples.  What was their “problem”?  How would you have responded?





How does Jesus defend himself?





How does it make you feel that Jesus wants to “hang out” with “sinners” at a party?





How can our Small Group do a better job of welcoming people?




















Leader Tips





Please feel free to modify this study to fit the specific needs of your group as you see fit








Remember to point your group towards application of this study.











 



































Call Shawna at 949-6585 x-107 with any questions
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