2

[image: image2.jpg]> | =

THE VAIL CHURCH




18 The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of men who suppress the truth by their wickedness, 19 since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them. 20 For since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities-- his eternal power and divine nature-- have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse. 21 For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools 23 and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look like mortal man and birds and animals and reptiles. 24 Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one another. 25 They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator-- who is forever praised. Amen. (Romans 1:20-25)
For Discussion: 

What does this verse have to say about God’s existence? What does this teach us about ourselves?
A Few Arguments For God’s Existence:

Cosmological Argument: 

(Taken from www.carm.org) 

1. Things exist.

2. It is possible for those things to not exist.

3. Whatever has the possibility of non existence, yet exists, has been caused to exist. 

. Something cannot bring itself into existence since it must exist to bring itself into existence which is illogical.

A. There cannot be an infinite number of causes to bring something into existence. 

. Because an infinite regression of causes ultimately has no initial cause which means there is no cause of existence.

A. Since the universe exists, it must have a cause.

A. Therefore, there must be an uncaused cause of all things.

A. The uncaused cause must be God.

 For Discussion: What are the strengths of this argument? What are      the weaknesses?

The Teleological Argument: 

(Taken from www.carm.org) 

1. Human artifacts are products of intelligent design. 

2. The universe resembles human artifacts. 

3. Therefore the universe is a product of intelligent design. 

4. But the universe is complex and gigantic, in comparison to human artifacts. 

5. Therefore, there probably is a powerful and vastly intelligent designer who created the universe. 

For Discussion: What are the strengths of this argument? What are the weaknesses?

The Ontological Argument:

(Taken from http://www.xenos.org/classes/papers/theistic.htm)

1. Everyone can conceive of God (the infinite, eternal necessary Being of Scripture).

2. God is that being, greater than which cannot be conceived.

3. A non-existence God is not that greater than which cannot be conceived, because a greater God can be conceived-- one who does exist.

4. Therefore God exists.

For Discussion: What are the strengths of this argument? What are the weaknesses?

Question: In your opinion, why are there so many arguments for God’s existence?

Some Websites to check out:

http://www.christian-thinktank.com/
http://www.probe.org/
http://leaderu.com/
http://www.carm.org/
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Leader Tips





Please feel free to modify this study to fit the specific needs of your group as you see fit








Remember to point your group towards application of this study.











 



































Call Shawna at 949-6585 x-107 with any questions
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