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For Discussion:

How did you cross the line of faith? Or why do you think you became a

 Christian? 

1 Peter 3:15-16

But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander. 


aypologi,a  (ap-ol-og-ee’-ah)
Meaning:  1) verbal defense, speech in defense    

      2) a reasoned statement or argument

A good Web Definition of the word “Apologetics” (because we all love web definitions!):

The term apologetics comes from the Greek apologia, which means "defense" or "answer." Apologetics is the task of defending a particular idea or belief system and answering its critics. The origin of the concept of apologetics lies in the beginnings of Christianity. Between the second and fourth century, a number of Christian teachers wrote defenses of Christianity against pagan critics.

For Discussion:

According to the 1 Peter, where does the task of apologetics begin?

List the commands that Peter gives in 1 Peter 3:15-16:

1. _____________________________________

2. _____________________________________

3. _____________________________________
For Discussion:

What do these commands teach us about the task of apologetics?

Some Common Fears for “Giving an Answer”:

· I don’t know enough

· What if I tell them the wrong thing?

· What if I lose the argument?

· Can you think of any other fears that people may have?

Principles to remember:

1. Share from your experience (John 9:25).

2. Don’t be afraid to ask questions yourself.

3. Remember that you don’t know it all (Deuteronomy 29:29).

4. Share with gentleness and compassion (1 Peter 3:15).

5. Don’t try to win the argument…this isn’t the point!

A Framework to Giving an Answer (our fun for the next few weeks!):

1. Creation

2. Fall

3. Revelation

4. Christ and Resurrection

5. Our Story in the LARGER story
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Leader Tips





Please feel free to modify this study to fit the specific needs of your group as you see fit








Remember to point your group towards application of this study.











 



































Call Shawna at 949-6585 x-107 with any questions
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