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  Hebrews 11:3 “By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God’s command, so that what is seen was not made out of what was visible.”

There existed no eternal matter.  Scripture is clear that God created ex nihilo.

Most explanations of creation require a significant time interval between the creation of matter and the creation of man.  However, listen to the teaching of Jesus in Mark 10:6 “But at the beginning of creation God made them male and female.”

This issue is important because evolution

· tends to lessen the sanctity of life

· tends to erase the gap between humans and the rest of creation

· fails to account for man in the image of God

2.  IMAGE OF GOD IN MAN
Genesis 1:26 and 5:1 tell us that God made man in His image and likeness.  Whatever happened in the fall of man did not erase that image (see I Cor. 11:7 and James 3:9).

3.  NATURE OF MAN
Man is basically material (body) and immaterial (soul and spirit).  It is probably best to view the immaterial man as having many aspects or components rather than hard and fast distinctions.  Soul, spirit, mind, will, conscience, are all facets of man’s immaterial nature.

Luke 1:46-47 “And Mary said: My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my savior.”

Compare Matthew 26:38 and John 11:33 where soul and spirit seem to be used interchangeably.  

However, there are times when a distinction is made between soul and spirit.

I Thessalonians 5:23 says “I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of the Lord Jesus”

When a distinction is made it seems that the spirit is that part of man that communes with God and the soul is that part of every person that makes them distinctively human and set apart from all other creation.

4.  FALL OF MAN
Genesis 2:17  “but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die.”

In the Hebrew, the literal translation of the last four words are “Dying, you will die.”  Adam and Eve brought spiritual death the moment they ate of the tree and they began to die physically.

5.  DEPRAVITY OF MAN

The moment Adam and Eve ate of the forbidden tree, depravity poisoned the human bloodstream forever.

“The doctrine of depravity says that man is as bad off as he can be.  There is a vast difference between being as bad as he can be and being as bad off as he can be.  


The doctrine of depravity has to do, not with man’s estimation of man, but with God’s estimation of man.  We are the heirs of generations of the teaching of evolution which sees man in an ever-ascending spiral, rising higher and higher from the depth from which he has sprung, until finally he will reach the stars.  So widely accepted is that concept that we have come somehow to feel that there is so much good in the worst of us that man is not so bad after all.   When we measure men by man, we can always find someone who is lower than we are on the moral or ethical scale, and the comparison gives us a feeling of self-satisfaction.  But the Scriptures do not measure men by man; they measure men by God who has created them.  The creature is measured by the Creator and is found to be wanting.” 




Dwight Pentecost

Man doesn’t necessarily look depraved on the outside, but inwardly he is full of corruption.  

French essayist Michel De Montaigne said “There is no man so good, who, were he to submit all his thoughts and actions to the laws, would not deserve hanging ten times in his life.”

6.  SIN NATURE OF MAN

Our sin nature has permeated every part of our existence.  Our minds, emotions, will, and attitudes all have been contaminated by sin.

Romans 3:9-18 is probably the most explicit description of man’s sinfulness.

Ephesians 2:3 states that we are “by nature children of wrath”.

Psalm 51:5 declares “Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me.”

We are born with our sin nature.  Parents of toddlers should provide the best testimony to man’s sin nature.  

So, man is a sinner by nature and by action.  Our sinful acts verify our sin nature.

James 2:10 states “For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking all of it.”  To fail in one point is to be guilty of the whole.  One only needs to break but one of God’s commandments to be guilty in his sight. 

7.  IMPUTATION OF SIN 

Theologians down through the generations have debated the concept of imputed sin.   Some understand it to mean that Adam’s sin was charged to the account of every person while others have said that Adam acted as a representative of mankind but without any guilt actually being transferred to others.

This debate centers around the interpretation of Romans 5:12 which says “Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned”

Because of Adam’s disobedience we were all declared sinners, and through obedience to Christ the believer is made righteous.  Though the Bible does not fully explain how this happens, it does declare it as fact.

There are 3 examples of imputation in Scripture

· Imputation of Adam’s sin to human race

· Imputation of sin of mankind to Christ (II Corinthians 5:21)

· Imputation of righteousness of God to the believer

8.  SIN IN THE LIFE OF THE BELIEVER
The critical question is “What does salvation do to the old man (sin nature)?

Romans 6:6 states “For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be done away with.”

Galatians 5:24  “Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires.”

How do these verses square with Paul’s admission in Romans 7:18  “I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature.  For I have the desire to do what is good but I cannot carry it out.”?

We can draw the following conclusions

1.  Becoming a Christian does not free one from sinning.  

2.  Becoming a believer does free us from the power and bondage of sin (Romans 6:18-22).

3.  We keep the old nature at bay by choosing to obey Christ and by walking in the Spirit (Colossians 3:5-10)

CONFESSION OF SIN IN THE LIFE OF THE BELIEVER

I John 1:9  “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.”

Confession is about fellowship, not son-ship.
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ANTHROPOLOGY
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 ORIGIN OF MAN


“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth” (Genesis 1:1).  Those first ten words of the Bible (seven in the Hebrew) have become a significant source of controversy in our generation.





GOD AS CREATOR





17 times in Genesis 1 God is said to be the creator.





Specific statements about creation weave their way through the fiber of Scripture (See Neh. 9:6; Isa. 44:24; Jer. 32:17).





ORDER OF CREATION





In Genesis 1:12, 21, 24, and 25 God says that he created living things “after their kind” indicating there were precise distinctions.  Paul said in I Corinthians 15:39 “All flesh is not the same: Men have one kind of flesh, animals have another, birds another and fish another.”  





Paul goes on to say in I Corinthians 15:45 “The first man Adam became a living being; the last Adam, a life-giving spirit.”  “The first man” is a translation of the Greek phrase “ho protos anthropos”.  We get our word prototype from the word “protos”.  The idea is that Adam was the first prototype of human creation.  He was first and distinct from all other creation.





Man is not just the highest form of animal life, man is the totally distinct and separate from all other creation.  No other creation has a mind that can know God, no other creation has reasoning faculties like man, and no other creation has an eternal destiny.





NATURE OF CREATION





There are also definitive assertions concerning the specific nature of the creation.





Exodus 20:8-11 is a critical passage.  God’s logic states that man is to labor for six days in parallel to God’s work of creation in six days.  Unless days of equal length were intended the illustration would be meaningless.

















Leader Tips





Please feel free to modify this study to fit the specific needs of your group as you see fit








Remember to point your group towards application of this study.











 



































Call Shawna at 949-6585 x-107 with any questions
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