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What Does the Bible Say About God’s Will? 

It is best to view God’s will in three ways:

1.  God’s Sovereign Will:  What God Will Do

There are many things we simply have no control over.  God is in control and has plans for the world and plans for our lives that are his sovereign choice. 

· God is the absolute sovereign and king of the universe.  (Isaiah 40:22-26)
· He does as he pleases.   (Daniel 4:35; Psalm 115:3)

· No one can thwart His purposes. (Isaiah 14:24; Psalm 33:11

· He has a sovereign plan for history. (Acts 2:22-23; Acts 4:27-28)

· Our plans should be in submission to His sovereignty over our lives.  (James 4:13-16; Proverbs 27:1; Proverbs 16:9)

Question:  In your opinion, why do people have a hard time submitting to God’s sovereign will? Or why is it hard for us to accept that God has a sovereign will?

2.  God’s Moral Will:  What is pleasing to God

The Bible contains also contains the moral will of God.  Because of this, we can trust that God has told us everything we need to know through Scripture.  

· We can have knowledge of God’s will                                 

“…we have not ceased to pray for you and ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding.” (Colossians 1:9)

· We can grow in our knowledge of God’s word 

“Therefore, I urge you, brother’s, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God- this is your spiritual act of worship.  Do not form any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is- his good, pleasing and perfect will.” (Romans 12:1-2)

Question:  According to the above Romans 12:2 passage, how does a person get to know God’s will?  

 There are many times in Scripture that the will of God is specifically given:

· God desires that all men be saved. (2 Peter 3:9)
· God desires that we not get drunk, but be filled with the Holy Spirit. 
(Ephesians 5:17-19
· God desires that we avoid sexual immorality. (1 Thessalonians 4:3-8)
Question: What motivates you to live your life in a way that is pleasing to God?
3. God’s Individual Will
Does God have a perfect will for every decision in life?  Does God have a detailed plan uniquely designed for each Christian?  Many Christians view God’s will for our lives as a carefully detailed movie script.  While the Bible may not explicitly mention your name and your day to day agenda, you can still “follow” God’s will (and His plan for you) by getting to know His word.

Our knowledge and obedience to the teachings and values of Scripture will impact many of life’s decisions. 

Your commands make me wiser than my enemies,

For they are ever with me.

I have more insight than all my teachers, 

For I meditate on your statutes.

I have more understanding than the elders,

For I obey your precepts.

I gain understanding from your precepts;

Therefore, I hate every wrong.

(Psalm 119:97-99,104)

 As long as we do not violate God’s principles and laws, God has given us a great deal of freedom in making decisions.  

Question:  Does the freedom God gives you in making decisions feel like a burden or a blessing? Why?

Practical Counsel

1.  Be obedient to what you know to be the will of God!

2.  Gain a good understanding of God’s revealed will.

3.  Ask God for wisdom in decision making.  Proverbs 8:17, 9:10;James 1:5

4.  Evaluate decisions in light of Christian testimony!  “Will this glorify Christ?”

“Will it be a stumbling block to others?”

5.  Seek godly counsel.  Proverbs 11:14, 13:20

6.  In all decisions humbly submit to the outworking of God’s sovereign will as it touches each decision.  James 4:13-16

7.  Weigh circumstances.

8.  If a particular decision isn’t addressed by God’s commands then one cannot sin with regard to the decision itself.  For instance the Bible says nothing about where a student ought to go to college.  If no biblical principles are violated such a decision lies within the area of moral freedom.
THEN, MAKE A DECISION AND DO WHAT YOU WANT

Fleshing It Out
 How do you think you will be different in light of this study on God’s will?[image: image1.png]



Knowing God’s Will
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How can I know the will of God?


This question is perhaps asked more than any other question by Christians. When it comes to making life decisions, how can we discern God’s will for each situation? Does God have a particular and specific will for each of life’s decisions? For a lot of believers, it appears that a search for God’s will often ends in frustration. This uncertainty about God’s will often paralyzes and confuses believers.





Question: Share a time in your life when you struggled to understand God’s will for your life.  What sort of decision were you facing?





Common Misconceptions about God’s Will


Some common ideas that people have about God’s will:


Easter Bunny – God is kind of like the Easter Bunny and has hidden His will like an Easter egg. We are on a “Cosmic Easter Egg Hunt” hoping we find His will for our lives.


Cosmic Killjoy – Some people are afraid of the will of God because they are afraid of what God might have them do-as though God wants to stop all the fun and rain on our parade.


Oops!! – Some people think that you just kind of stumble into God’s will.  For example, you’re considering moving to Ohio and a car from Ohio passes you on the freeway.  You think that this is a sign from God and you decide to move to Ohio.


Earthquake: – A dramatic experience, such as a voice from heaven or a vision or dream, reveals God’s will.


Goosebumps: –God’s will is determined by our feelings, such as an inner nudging, impression or an “inner peace”.


Fleece: – This common practice looks for God to provide some tangible sign to reveal His will in a particular situation. Confusion about this method comes form Judges 6:36-40, when Gideon sought a sign. Here are some observations to keep in mind about that story:


Gideon did not ask for a circumstantial sign, he asked for a miracle.


Gideon sought confirmation, not guidance.


Gideon had already been told God’s will. The fleece was a sign of his unbelief.


Question:  Which one of these misconceptions are you familiar with?  Have you ever used one of these methods to discern God’s will? 




















 


Leader Tips





Please feel free to modify this study to fit the specific needs of your group as you see fit








Remember to point your group towards application of this study.











 



































Call Shawna at 949-6585 x-107 with any questions
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