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"By faith he (Moses) left Egypt, not fearing the king's anger; he persevered because he saw Him who is invisible."   (Hebrews 11:27)
Moses was a man of faith. In fact, from his birth to his death, his life was one rooted in faith. Hebrews 11:23 says that when he was an infant, his parents hid him by faith. Whether they had special revelation that their son would be Israel's deliverer or whether they simply trusted God's promised preservation of the Hebrew nation, they acted by faith. By faith, they hid their son from the Egyptians who wanted to throw him into the river. By faith, they tucked him into a basket and placed him in the crocodile-infested Nile. By faith, they watched at a distance as the Egyptian princess pulled him from the water and showed compassion on their weeping child. Through every risk, through every trial, Moses' parents trusted God. And in every way, God proved himself faithful. So what is faith? As we address this question, we can already see how faith is what we bank our lives on. It is faith that literally shapes how we live our daily lives.

Question: What sorts of images come to mind when you think of faith? What is your definition of faith?

God’s Voice Grows Our Faith

· Faith requires being where I can here God’s voice.  

· “Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ.”  (Romans 10:17)
· “A voice came from the cloud, saying, ‘This is my Son, whom I have chosen; listen to Him.’”  (Luke 9:35)
· “Hear, O Israel, and be careful to obey so that it may go well with you and that you may increase greatly in a land flowing with milk and honey, just as the LORD, the God of your fathers promised you.”  (Deuteronomy 6:3)
Question: How do we hear God’s voice? Where do you go to be able to   hear God’s voice?

· Faith rests on the unchanging Word of God. 

· “Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ.”   (Romans 10:17)
· “Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.”  (Matthew 4:4)
Question: How has God used His Word to shape your faith? Share one aspect of your character that has been developed by the Word of God?
· Our faith is stimulated when we’ve experienced God’s faithfulness to His word in our lives.

·  “He saved them from the hand of the foe; from the hand of the enemy he redeemed them. The waters covered their adversaries; not one of them survived. Then they believed His promises and sang His praise.”  (Psalm 106:10-12)
Question: What has God done in your life to prove His faithfulness to His Word?
     Our Works Prove Our Faith

· Faith will be expressed through my obedience.

· “Whoever has My commandments and obeys them, he is the one who loves Me. He who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love Him and show myself to him.”  (John 14:21)
· “As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead.” (James 2:26)
Question: Is simply knowing and believing the facts intellectually the only requirement for faith?  Is it possible to have faith without the facts?  How does “genuine faith” show itself?
· Faith is always required in every God-sized task.

· “According to your faith it will be done to you.”  (Matthew 9:29)
· “And He did not do many miracles there because of their lack of faith.” 
 (Matthew 13:58)
Question:  What is one God-sized task you would like to see God accomplish in your life? What do you think is your responsibility to see this task accomplished? 
Living By Faith Includes Uncomfortable Times

· Faith always requires a choice between comfort and fear.

· “By faith he made his home in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise.”  (Hebrews 11:9)
Question: Share a time in your life when your faith caused you to live uncomfortably? Does fear ever paralyze your faith in God? Why or why not?

The Big Picture

Ultimately, the way I see God will determine the shape of my faith. If I see a big, faithful, all powerful God, then my faith will rise to those levels.

· God’s Word will increase our faith.

· “Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ.”   (Romans 10:17)
· God’s Word increases our faith through the renewing of our minds—exchanging a worldly view of who God is for a biblical view of who God is.

· “Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship. Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.”   (Romans 12:1-2)
Question:  How has God’s Word shaped your view of who God is?  What values have been transferred into your life because of God’s Word? 
· Living by faith develops God-centeredness in your life.

· “…because I know whom I have believed, and am convinced that He is able to guard what I have entrusted to Him for that day.”  (2 Timothy 1:12)
 [image: image1.png]



Growing in Faith
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Leader Tips





Please feel free to modify this study to fit the specific needs of your group as you see fit








Remember to point your group towards application of this study.











 








			


		























Call Shawna at 949-6585 x-107 with any questions
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Fleshing It Out


The encouraging truth of faith is that it can grow and be cultivated.  Work through these questions in the next week to help you shape your faith.





1)  What is keeping you from hearing God’s voice?


2)  What is keeping you from believing the promises of God?


3)  What is keeping you from acting in obedience?


4)  How is your desire to be comfortable affecting your decision making process?


5)  How is God calling you to live by faith? 














