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Christianity is the only major world religion to make the claim that a person can be completely forgiven for all wrongdoing and sin.  For the man or woman who looks to Jesus as their means of salvation, all sins, past, present, and future are forgiven and covered by God’s grace.  And yet, many Christians still find themselves wrestling with guilt, doubt, and shame whenever they stumble or struggle with certain areas in their lives.  It is crucial to understand God’s forgiveness in our lives. 
Why Do We Need Forgiveness in the First Place?
· We are sinful and fall short of God’s standard

                  “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God…” (Romans 3:23)
· What is sin in your opinion?  What is God’s standard?

· Our sinfulness carries consequences
“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  (Romans 6:23)
· What are wages?  What do you think is meant by death?
· We will all give an account for this problem before God

“For there is going to come a day of judgment when God, the just judge of all the      world, will judge all people according to what they have done.”  (Romans 2:5-6 – NLT)
What Has God Done To Meet Our Need?
· His love drove Him to send His Son to die in our place  (Romans 5:8)
· He offers forgiveness and eternal life for those who believe in Him  (John 5:24)
Using the scale below, where would you put yourself right now if you had to estimate God’s forgiveness in your life?


I’m in trouble


       Not sure          

          I’m forgiven
In Light of Our Forgiveness, How Does God View Us Now?
· You’re without blame and accepted in His eyes

“Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of your evil behavior.  But now he has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through death to present you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation.”

(Colossians 1:21-22)

The Importance of Knowing You’re Forgiven

· It keeps us productive and effective in our walk with God  (2 Peter 1:3-9)
· What happens to Christians when they begin to feel that God won’t forgive them for something they’ve done wrong?
· It helps us to forgive others  (Ephesians 4:32)
· In your opinion, how often should we forgive those who have wronged us?
If We Are Already Forgiven, Why Do We Need To Confess Our Sins?
	The Difference Between Relationship and Fellowship



	RELATIONSHIP
	FELLOWSHIP

	Begins when we receive Christ
	Begins when we receive Christ

	Is eternal
	Is moment by moment

	Never changes or is altered
	Changes when we willfully sin

	Maintained by Christ Himself
	Maintained by us through confession


For those who have placed their faith and hope in Jesus, they have become children of God.  This relationship never changes.  However, when we willfully sin our fellowship with God is broken.  As Christians, God has given us a means to deal with sin – through confession.

Question:  What does it mean to confess our sins?
Question:  When I think about God’s forgiveness in my life, I…

· Find it hard to believe that God has COMPLETELY forgiven all my mess-ups

· Find it very comforting to know that God will NEVER turn His back on me

· Still feel some shame and guilt for things done

· Want to trust Him even more with my life

Fleshing It Out

What is one thing you need to do differently this week in light of this lesson?
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Leader Tips





Please feel free to modify this study to fit the specific needs of your group as you see fit








Remember to point your group towards application of this study.











 








			


		























Call Shawna at 949-6585 x-107 with any questions
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