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Spiritual abundance is not about living a pleasant life but about living life richly. We live richly when we surrender to the Lordship of Christ. The highs and lows, times of dark loneliness and times of great consolation, are all rich when we relinquish control. We are often tought that the key to the abundant life is “to die to self”. This is true, as long as we are ask oursleves, “To what are we dying?” Following after Christ begins with a death of self and is accompanied with a surrender to Jesus. As we grow in our relationship with Christ, we learn to surrender our desires, thoughts, posessions and expectations to Him. Following Jesus means that we must learn to live under the Lordship of Christ.

“We are often hindered from giving up the treasures to the Lord out of fear for their safety?

-A.W. Tozier, The Pursuit of God

“The greatest challenge facing the Church today is to reassert the Lordship of Christ.”


-Church Colson

Question: What is the difference between “living a pleasant life” and “living life richly”?

______________________________________________________________

To Follow Jesus…We Must Accept His Control

We want to control our own lives. We want control over our health, our future, our finances and our relationships. Though we want control, a careful examination of our life reveals the truth that we don’t have the ability to exercise control over every situation in our lives.  Following Christ is about means that we must accept His control and relinquish our control.

A man with leprosy came and knelt before him (Christ) and said, "Lord, if you are willing, you can make me clean." (Matthew 8:2)
The person in this story understood that Christ was in control of his sickness and his life.

Question: How did the leper approach Jesus? What does this teach us about approaching Jesus?

______________________________________________________________

To Follow Jesus…Christ Must Be our Priority

 Read the following passage and answer the question below:
34Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got together. 35One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this question:  6"Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?" 37Jesus replied:  “'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ 38This is the first and greatest commandment. 39And the second is like it: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.40All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments." (Matthew 22:34-40)

     Question: What is the difference between loving God with your heart, soul and mind?

     ______________________________________________________________________
To Follow Jesus…We Must Accept Responsibility 

Read the following story and answer the questions below:

"Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted his property to them. 15To one he gave five talent of money, to another two talents, and to another one talent, each according to his ability. Then he went on his journey. 16The man who had received the five talents went at once and put his money to work and gained five more. 17So also, the one with the two talents gained two more. 18But the man who had received the one talent went off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his master's money. 19"After a long time the master of those servants returned and settled accounts with them. 20The man who had received the five talents brought the other five. 'Master,' he said, 'you entrusted me with five talents. See, I have gained five more.' 21"His master replied, 'Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master's happiness!' 22"The man with the two talents also came. 'Master,' he said, 'you entrusted me with two talents; see, I have gained two more.'23"His master replied, 'Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master's happiness!'24"Then the man who had received the one talent came. 'Master,' he said, 'I knew that you are a hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and gathering where you have not scattered seed. 25So I was afraid and went out and hid your talent in the ground. See, here is what belongs to you.' 26"His master replied, 'You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest where I have not sown and gather where I have not scattered seed? 27Well then, you should have put my money on deposit with the bankers, so that when I returned I would have received it back with interest.28" 'Take the talent from him and give it to the one who has the ten talents. 29For everyone who has will be given more, and he will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken from him. 30And throw that worthless servant outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.' (Matthew 25:14-30)

This story illustrates for us our responsibility to use the gifts that God has given us. God has entrusted us with blessings (v 14) and he has not distributed his blessings equally (v15). Some people have more than others and people respond differently to what God has given them (vv 16-18). Some people view their gifts as a blessing and some people view their gifts as a burden, but all of us will be accountable for what we did with the gifts God has given us (v 19). We will be rewarded for how we developed God’s resources (vv 20-30). Our responsibility is clear: Develop the gifts and resources that God has given you because our accountability is certain. Someday we will all give an account to God for what we have done with what He has given us.

Question: What gifts has God given you?

_______________________________________________________________________
Question: Are you satisfied with how God has made you? How does this story motivate you to be satisfied with how god has made you?

________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

To Follow Jesus…We Must Do What He Says 

Read the following passage and answer the questions below:

24"Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. 25The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock. 26But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand. 27The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash." (Matthew 7:24-27)

In this story there are two people: a wise man and a foolish man. The wise man and the foolish man both heard the Word of God, but they responded differently. The wise man heard the Word of God and then did what it said, while the foolish man heard the word of God and did not practice what it said. The application is clear: If we hear God’s Word and then do what it says, then we will be like the wise man and be able to withstand the storms of life.
Question: Are you more of a “hearer of the Word” or a “doer of the Word”? Do you ever hear without acting or vice versa?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
Fleshing it Out

What is one thing you need to do differently this week in light of this lesson?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________[image: image1.png]
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Leader Tips





Please feel free to modify this study to fit the specific needs of your group as you see fit








Remember to point your group towards application of this study.











 



































Call Shawna at 949-6585 x-107 with any questions
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