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Introduction

We not only want to do well in life, we want to finish well.  Accountability can help us obtain that goal.  Accountability, in simplest terms, is answering the hard questions.  Accountability includes opening up one’s life to a few trusted, loyal confidants who speak the truth – who have the right to come alongside and, when it seems appropriate and necessary, ask the hard questions.  Accountability is being helped to do what you want to do rather than what you don’t want to do.  The purpose of the relationship is not to make someone squirm or to pull rank and devastate an individual.  Rather, it is to be a helpful sounding board to guard someone from potential peril; to identify the possibility of a “blind spot”; to serve in an advisory capacity; and to bring perspective and wisdom where such may be lacking.
Four 

Qualities Needed For Accountability


People who are accountable usually embrace four qualities:

· Vulnerability – capable of being wounded, shown to be wrong, even admitting it before being confronted

· Teachability – willingness to learn, being quick to hear and respond to correction, being open to counsel

· Availability – accessible, touchable, able to be interrupted

· Honesty – committed to the truth regardless of how much it hurts; a willingness to admit the truth no matter how difficult or humiliating the admission may be

Question:  Which of these qualities is most difficult for you to embrace and     what makes that quality so hard to live out?

The Bible and Accountability
· Accountability to God is inescapable and inevitable (Matt. 12:35-36; Rom. 14:10-12)
· Accountability to God is inescapable and inevitable (Matt. 12:35-36; Rom. 14:10-12)
· Accountability to one another is helpful and healthy  (Rom. 12:9-16; 15:1-2)
            Question:  In your opinion, what are the potential dangers of not 
  having ANY kind of accountability in your life?

Advantages of Accountability

· When we are regularly accountable, we are less likely to stumble into a trap                                 (Prov. 13:14, 20; 15:31-33)
· When we are regularly accountable, we are more likely to see the whole picture (Prov. 19:20-21)
· When we are regularly accountable, we are not likely to get away with sinful and unwise actions (Prov. 28:26)
Question:  Share of a time when a family member or trusted friend gave you some advice, correction, or direction that really proved helpful to you.

Fleshing It Out
What is one thing you need to do differently this week in light of this lesson?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Understanding Accountability


The Vail Church Small Group Ministry








Leader Tips





Please feel free to modify this study to fit the specific needs of your group as you see fit








Remember to point your group towards application of this study.











 



































Call Shawna at 949-6585 x-107 with any questions
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Other questions to consider BY YOURSELF…





Can you name one or more people outside of your family to whom you have made yourself regularly accountable?





When was the last time you gave an account for the “private areas” of your life to someone outside of your family?

















