A Community of Maturity

September 20th 2009


Break the Ice!

Icebreaker Question…

Introductions (name, job, three words to describe yourself, are you a morning person or night person?).

Observations!

Read 1 John 2:18-29.  Make a list of the words and/or ideas that John repeats throughout. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What is(are) the dominant theme(s) in these twelve verses?

Talk it over!

1.) How do we know it is the last hour? Is it because many antichrists have come or that they have went out from us? 



*Look up the following passages:  1 Timothy 4:1-3; 2 Timothy 3:1-9; 2 Peter 2:1-3.


*Based on those passages, how does it help in defining “antichrists?” (anti = instead of)
 
*According to John, where might we find these “antichrists?”

2.) One of the dominant, repeated words in this section is “remain.” First, what benefits are there for us as humans to remain faithful and involved and show allegiance to a local community? Have one or two people share a story of a time in their lives when they truly belonged to a group of people and what it looked like!

3.) In verses 22-23 what titles does John give to Jesus? Can a person worship God while denying Jesus full deity and full humanity? 

4.) Read verses 26-29, what are the two (based on the NIV) commands given by the Apostle John? 

Work It Out!

1) What would change about our lives knowing the world would end tomorrow (vs. 18)?

2) What are some ways we can practically learn truth about Christianity contrasted to what the antichrists are teaching?

3) What are some ways we can practically remain and/or demonstrate faithfulness to our Christian communities this week?

