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THE VAIL CHURCH




A Community of Love

September 27th 2009


Break the Ice!

Icebreaker Question…

Tell us about a unique or quirky habit of yours.

Observations!

Read 1 John 3:11-24. How many times does the word “know” appear? For each of those times that “know” appears, list below some things we ought to know. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Talk it over!

1.) According to the sermon, two things drive hate (the antithesis of love). One is the Enemy of Faith, who is the “evil one” in verse 12, the other one is the Absence of Faith, as demonstrated in the story of Cain and Abel. Revisit the story of Cain and Abel in Genesis 4:1-16 and then read Hebrews 11:4 and answer the following question…what is the difference between the faith of Cain and the faith of Abel, and how is it different? 

2.) Read 1 John 3:14-15. Love should bring life to others. How might this look in our lives and how we relate with the world?

3.) What are the two ways, according to verses 16-18, that we know what love is? According to how you answered above, is love defined as only being a feeling? If not, how do you define love? 

4.) According to verse 17, what is the problem John confronts? In what ways do we hold consumption of our goods as a right? Why do we not view service as an obligation? How do we combat this? 

5.) One point that was made in verses 19-24 is that “Facts Override Feelings”. This is why John repeats, “know” throughout his letter. We know the truth of what John speaks of regardless of how we feel, (God is greater than our hearts).  How do we let the way we feel get in the way of how we should love? Give examples.

Work It Out!

1) What are some practical ways we can actively love our brothers and sisters this week?
2) What are some ways we can actively, as a small group, love the world around us?
3) Close the time praying for one another, specifically to combat our pride and our tendencies to love ourselves rather than others. 
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