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18Dear children, this is the last hour; and as you 
have heard that the antichrist is coming, even now 
many antichrists have come. This is how we know 
it is the last hour. 19They went out from us, but they 
did not really belong to us. For if they had belonged 
to us, they would have remained with us; but their 
going showed that none of them belonged to us.  
20But you have an anointing from the Holy One, 
and all of you know the truth.[1] 21I do not write to 
you because you do not know the truth, but 
because you do know it and because no lie comes 
from the truth. 22Who is the liar? It is the man who 
denies that Jesus is the Christ. Such a man is the 
antichrist--he denies the Father and the Son. 23No 
one who denies the Son has the Father; whoever 
acknowledges the Son has the Father also.  
24See that what you have heard from the beginning 
remains in you. If it does, you also will remain in the 
Son and in the Father. 25And this is what he 
promised us--even eternal life. 26I am writing these 
things to you about those who are trying to lead 
you astray. 27As for you, the anointing you received 
from him remains in you, and you do not need 
anyone to teach you. But as his anointing teaches 
you about all things and as that anointing is real, 
not counterfeit--just as it has taught you, remain in 
him. 28And now, dear children, continue in him, so 
that when he appears we may be confident and 
unashamed before him at his coming.  
29If you know that he is righteous, you know that 
everyone who does what is right has been born of 
him. 1 John 2:18-29 
 
 
1Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test 

the spirits to see whether they are from God, 

because many false prophets have gone out into 

the world. 2This is how you can recognize the Spirit 

of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus 

Christ has come in the flesh is from God, 3but every 

spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from 

God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you 

have heard is coming and even now is already in 

the world.  

4You, dear children, are from God and have 

overcome them, because the one who is in you is 

greater than the one who is in the world. 5They are 

from the world and therefore speak from the 

viewpoint of the world, and the world listens to 

them. 6We are from God, and whoever knows God 

listens to us; but whoever is not from God does not 

listen to us. This is how we recognize the Spirit of 

truth and the spirit of falsehood.   1 John 4:1-6

 Read 1 John 2:18-29 and 1 John 4:1-6 

Investigate: 
 

Using the passage to the left, do the following to investigate the observable details of the 
passage:     

• Underline references to antichrists. 
• Circle references to the Holy Spirit in the passage. 
• Put a box around the things we are to do in this passage. 

 
Analyze: 

 Analyze the details to find the meaning of the passage through group discussion:    

 
18Dear children, this is the last hour; and as you have heard that the antichrist is coming, even 
now many antichrists have come. This is how we know it is the last hour. 19They went out from 

us, but they did not really belong to us. For if they had belonged to us, they would have remained 
with us; but their going showed that none of them belonged to us.  

20But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and all of you know the truth. 21I do not write to 
you because you do not know the truth, but because you do know it and because no lie comes 

from the truth. 22Who is the liar? It is the man who denies that Jesus is the Christ. Such a man is 
the antichrist--he denies the Father and the Son. 23No one who denies the Son has the Father; 

whoever acknowledges the Son has the Father also. 1 John 2:18-23 
 
What does this passage teach us about “antichrists”? 
 
 
What designates someone as an antichrist? (v. 22)  
 
 
Why is Jesus the defining factor?  (v. 22-23)  
 
 

 
24See that what you have heard from the beginning remains in you. If it does, you also will 

remain in the Son and in the Father. 25And this is what he promised us--even eternal life. 26I am 
writing these things to you about those who are trying to lead you astray. 

  1 John 2:24-26 
 

What does it look like to remain in the Son and in the Father? (v. 24) 
 
 
 
Do you ever feel as though you are being led astray as John mentions?   
How so?(v. 25) 
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27As for you, the anointing you received from him remains in you, and you do not need anyone to 
teach you. But as his anointing teaches you about all things and as that anointing is real, not 

counterfeit--just as it has taught you, remain in him. 28And now, dear children, continue in him, so 
that when he appears we may be confident and unashamed before him at his coming.  29If you 

know that he is righteous, you know that everyone who does what is right has been born of him.  
I John 2:27-29 

 

What is the anointing that John refers to in v. 27? 
 
 
 
 
What does this passage teach us about the role of the Holy Spirit in the life of a Christ 
follower? 
 
 

 
 

1Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, 
because many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2This is how you can recognize the 

Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, 
3but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the 

antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is already in the world. 4You, dear 
children, are from God and have overcome them, because the  

one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world. 5They are from the  
world and therefore speak from the viewpoint of the world, and the world listens to them. 6We are 

from God, and whoever knows God listens to us; but whoever is  
not from God does not listen to us. This is how we recognize the Spirit of truth and the spirit of 

falsehood. 1 John 4:1-6 
 

 

Is it still necessary for us to test the spirits to see whether they are from God?  If so 
when?  (v. 1) 

 
 
 

Do you ever feel your faith in Christ is challenged by other philosophies or religions?  
 
 
 How can this passage help you to differentiate between truth and lies? 
 
 
 
 What can you do in these situations to remain strong in your faith? 

 
 

 
Synthesize: 
Synthesize the message of Scripture with life through application. 
 

 
What is one application that can be pulled from this passage that applies to the life of a 
Christ follower? 
 
 
How do you think this might be helpful in talking to someone who is seeking Truth? 
 
 
 

 How does this challenge you in your own life and relationship with Christ? 


